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Seawind’s 1170 originates from a land down under. This seems 
to have given them a fresh new approach when it comes to 
designing a cruising multihull – as Sam Jefferson discovers

 WIZARD 
OF OZ? 

A 
couple of years back I was writing a 
guide entitled the A-Z of multihulls 
and I felt I had done a pretty decent 
job of sorting through the various 
different flavours of cruising multihulls 
and making sure that everyone 

was included. Because, believe me, there are a lot 
of them out there. Yet it is fair to say that one of 
the great drawbacks of being a journalist is that, 
if you do everything right, nobody really notices. 
Make an error, and you can find yourself in a bind. 
Alas, following publication, I discovered that I had 
made such an error. A furious reader got in touch 
demanding why I had overlooked Seawind – a 
respected multihull manufacturer that had been 
building multihulls for decades. I duly Googled 
Seawind and, to my dismay, I couldn’t help but agree 
with my angry correspondent. How had I managed 
to overlook such a clearly established operator? 
There had to be more to it than simply my own 
fecklessness? Well, that was my hope anyway.

In my defence, there is an explanation. The 
company was set up in 1982 by a chap called 
Richard Ward – who remains at the helm of the 
company incidentally. Ward is an Australian and, 
understandably, initial sales of their boats were for the 
domestic market. As the company grew, they started 
to look for alternative markets and understandably 
settled on the US as a good prospect. It does, after 
all, have quite a large population with a substantial 
disposable income. Seawind established a reputation 
in the US for quality cruising catamarans which 
endures to this day. In 2010 the manufacturer 
acquired Corsair Marine, another manufacturer with 
a factory in Vietnam and operations were shifted 
here. The European market remained very much 
not the priority; after all, there were rather a lot of 
manufacturers there building pretty decent cruising 
catamarans that didn’t need to be shipped from the 

other side of the world. So what changed? Why am 
I suddenly aware of Seawind? Well, that’s because in 
2025 Seawind set up a new factory in Turkey with 
the aim of tapping into the European market. 

So now it’s my business to know a bit more about 
Seawind and this is why I found myself aboard 
the new 1170 – all ready to go for a sail. Before I 
do though, let’s establish fully what Seawind is all 
about. Their motto is ‘For Real Sailors’ and, like 
so many, they are aiming their cruising yachts at 
couples potentially dreaming of bluewater sailing. 
The world of cruising multihulls is a funny one 
in many ways because there is such a step change 
in terms of pricing between a boat that goes for 
daggerboards as opposed to one that uses stub keels 
which are far less complicated to manufacture. 
The 1170, launched last year on the US and Aussie 
market, but new this year in Europe, has stub keels 
but works on the premise that you should still be 
able to enjoy decent performance. In Europe, a rough 
equivalence might be made with Nautitech or Excess 
who wanted to provide a more visceral, rewarding 
sailing experience compared to other rivals while not 
resorting to daggerboards. Thus, on the 1170, every 
effort is made to keep weight down. The vaccum 
infused hull features carbon reinforcement in key 
areas and a modular approach to the interior sections 
which makes for an extremely stiff construction. 
The boat features a generous sail plan, with the 
mainmast set well forward, making it the driving 
sail, while the jib is set on a self-tacking track to keep 
things simple. The boat looks stylish and modern 
and quite aggressive with its dreadnought bow.

If the first thing I have done is try to give 
some context to the boat by comparing it to a 
European rivals is helpful, it’s also misleading – 
because what makes the Seawind so interesting 
is how markedly different they are from their 
European rivals on a number of points. 
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ABOVE LEFT
A comfortable 
cockpit with 
plentiful storage  
 
ABOVE RIGHT
The twin helm 
set-up set forward 
and outboard is 
very effective, while 
the three-leaf door 
which folds then 
flips up and stows 
on the underside of 
the bimini can be 
seen here 
 
BELOW
The master cabin 
features a queen 
sized double that 
is raised up but 
runs fore and aft
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open living idea that blurs the 
line between indoor and outdoor 
spaces. However, the positioning 
of the helm stations mean that 
the sliding door concept generally 
favoured in cruising catamarans 
won’t work. To this end, Seawind 
has come up with a very clever 
solution; the door is hinged in 
three leaves with the two outer 
leaves folding into the central 
one. With the three leaves of the 
door folded together, the whole 
thing pivots upwards and clips 
into place on the underside of the 
solid bimini. It’s a clever system 
that is perhaps slightly less easy to 
manipulate than the ‘garage door’ 
style tilt/slide affairs seen on many 
cruising cats but it does mean the 
helms are extremely well placed 
and this whole area is totally 
uncluttered with sliding doors. 

Stepping inside, the interior is 
very light and extremely pleasant. 
The layout differs hugely from 
rivals in the fact that the galley 

On deck
Step aboard and you find yourself 
in a nicely enclosed cockpit 
with a big latitudinal bench seat 
which incorporates storage and a 
barbecue atop – very important 
on an Australian yacht. The solid 
bimini that stretches right aft to 
incorporate the dinghy davits 
and provides good protection 
from both sun and rain. It’s a nice 
convivial space. As mentioned, 
the feel of these boats is different 
from their European competitors 
and perhaps the most obvious 
factor is the helm position which 
is outboard but forward. Seawind 
don’t want to have the helms 
outboard well aft as they feel this 
is too exposed when on a long 
offshore passage – meanwhile a 
fly bridge is not in keeping with 
the decent performance of these 
yachts. The helms are therefore 
tucked behind the coachroof and 
you can actually sit outboard 
should you wish. Inboard there 
are comfy helm seats where 
two can sit alongside and enjoy 
decent all round visibility. As 
an added bonus, the backrest 
pivots forward or aft so you can 
face in either direction and – as 
the ultimate bonus – the helm 
seat to port features a huge 
coolbox underneath it which 
can be a fridge and would hold 
a hundredweight of beer. The 
starboard seat is just storage. 
Comfortably esconced at the 
helm, you are well protected 
but also feel in touch with the 

elements. A nice touch is an 
electric window between the helm 
station and the saloon which 
can be raised in bad weather or 
lowered to keep a good flow of 
air running through the boat and 
also keep the helm even better 
connected with the saloon. Sitting 
at the helm, the instrumentation 
is simple and all sail controls 
are set outboard on two sets of 
jammers to port and starboard. 
Two pairs of winches either side 
allow you to control all aspects 
of sailing. The traveller is set on 
the aft end of the solid bimini. 

Out on the side decks the single 
spreader rig is uncomplicated 
and the side decks are wide 
with a decent handhold on the 
coachroof. At the bow is a mid 
length solid foredeck which 
has three deep lockers on the 
foredeck for fenders, lines, and 
other garage gear. Ahead of 
this is a shortish trampoline 
with a self-tacking jib on a 
roller. Outboard of this was a 
screamer on roller and code 
zero on a sprit. Sail handling 
was extremely simple and the 
positioning of the controls was 
sensible and well thought out. 
There was also a good view of 
the sails from the helm through 
a glass skylight in the bimini. 

Inside
Doors between saloon and 
cockpit are a masterpiece of 
simplicity. This is a catamaran 
that adheres to the concept of an 
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ABOVE 
The trampoline is 
relatively short with 
plenty of lockers 
aft of this, offering 
lots of storage

BELOW
The design looks 
aggressive and 
purposeful thanks 
to dreadnought 
bows and relatively 
fine waterlines

is in the starboard hull, meaning 
the main nacelle is all saloon 
space. There is a huge U-shaped 
sofa for lounging with one side 
having a moveable stool that can 
be attached to make it into a day 
bed. To port is a smallish but long 
chart table/office space. This is one 
of the lightest and most pleasant 
saloons I have been in and it’s clear 
that the difference is that the galley 
hasn’t been squeezed in which, 
on a 39’ catamaran, frees up a lot 
of space. The large dining table is 
also clever in that it can swivel in 
to three different positions which 
give it extra practicality and good 
amounts of leg room depending 
on what position you have it in. 

Down to starboard, as mentioned, 
is the galley and this is a pleasant 
space that is not totally cut off 
from the saloon as it is open so 
that those in the seating area of 
the saloon can look down on the 
chef at work. By the same token, 
the chef can also hand food to 
the crew from here. The galley 
itself being longitudinal and 
relatively narrow is an excellent 
place to work being easy to brace 
yourself against either side. There 
is a twin sink plus a cooker on 
the starboard side and to port, 
a large upright fridge plus a 
freezer set into the worktop. 
The worktop itself is moulded 
glassfibre which sounds horrid 
but actually looks pretty good. 

Forward of this is a very pleasant 
double cabin with the bed raised 
up but fore and aft. Forward of 

this is a heads with a wet room-
style shower. It’s a very pleasant 
space with a decent amount of 
storage. Aft of the galley is another 
double which is slightly bijou 
and also there is access to the 
engine behind the berth which is 
a bit tricky and a bit noisy too. 

On the port side is the master 
cabin which features a double 
berth forward which is set 
athwartships and is raised up 
which probably wouldn’t make 
for the most comfortable berth 
in a seaway but does make for 
a very well ventilated berth at 
anchor and moves you away from 
the engine noise. There is a lot 
of storage and a good sized wet 
locker at the bow. The aft section 
of the hull is devoted to a huge 
heads and shower compartment 
which is well proportioned with 

a nice glass shower door. There 
is access to the port engine via a 
door in the shower and, on this 
engine, access is exceptional. The 
general feel in terms of quality 
was extremely good and the 
workmanship was excellent. 

Under sail
We had a relatively gentle day 
for the test sail with 10-14kts of 
breeze blowing across the Bay of 
Cannes and a light chop. The wind 
filled in as the test went on so it 
seemed sensible to start sailing 
off the wind and unrolling the 
screamer. Soon we were trucking 
along at 7kts in 14kt true breeze. 
Not excessive but it felt good and 
controlled and the cable-driven 
steering ensured that the Seawind 
had a bit more feel at the helm 
than most cruising cats. I liked the 
outboard seating position for the 
helm which gave good views of 
the tell tales. Inboard there was a 
good view of the sails and it was 
comfortable. Sail handling was 
easy too and it was clear that, with 
all lines led back to the cockpit, 
there was no reason to head to 
the bow in normal circumstances. 
Heading up into the wind  I was 
able to pinch up to 38 degrees 
apparent wind angle, although 
the boat felt more at ease around 
40 degrees. Upwind we were 
doing about 5.5kts and the boat 
felt well balanced and relatively 
playful for a big catamaran. 
Under power, the twin 29hp 
Yanmars were not too noisy. 
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EXCESS 11
Excess Catamarans started as an offshoot of 
multihull manufacturing giant Lagoon and 
the aim was to provide a sportier alternative 

to the somewhat more staid Lagoons, with an 
emphasis on good handling while eschewing 

daggerboards. 
excess-catamarans.com

NAUTITECH 40 OPEN
Another catamaran that tries to combine 

decent performance with cruising comfort 
while avoiding the expense of daggerboards. 

The N40 Open is due to be replaced next 
spring by the N41S which might also be of 

interest as an alternative.
nautitechcatamarans.com

LAGOON 38
French boatbuilder Lagoon remain the 
kings of the cruising catamaran and the 

380 is the smallest boat in their range and 
all new in 2025. This is not as sporty as 

the Seawind but offers excellent levels of 
comfort married to decent performance. 

catamarans-lagoon.com

SAM’S VERDICT

The Seawind is a capable performer 
and a good compromise between 
performance and comfort. The helm 
has good feel and performance is 
sprightly but you always feel that this 
cat is easy to tame. Meanwhile, the 
interior is well thought out and there 
are myriad thoughtful touches that 
set the boat apart. The galley being in 
the starboard hull will divide opinion 
but I felt it worked well. Perhaps what 
makes the boat so fascinating is the 
fact that it has evolved independently 

of its European rivals and this has 
given it a totally different feel and 
a range of features not seen on 
competitors. 
It is this ability to be different 
that is perhaps its greatest asset 
and the thing that will seduce a 
certain type of buyer that knows 
precisely what he or she wants.

PRICE: H H HHH 

LOOKS: H H HHH 

PERFORMANCE: H H HHH

THE SPEC
Overall Length: 39’3” (11.9m)

Beam: 21’4” (6.5m)

Draft: 3’9” (1.2m)

Displacement: 20,200lbs (9,200kg)

Sail area: 783 sq ft (57sq m)

Engine: 2 x 29 hp Yanmar

Fresh Water: 500 litres

Fuel: 2 x 260 litres

Price: US $510,000

Builder: Seawind Catamarans (seawindcats.com)

ALTERNATIVE 
BOATS
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